E. JoAnn McNamara
November 7, 1927 - December 10, 2018

E. JoAnn McNamara, age 91 of Hastings, died peacefully on Monday morning, December
10, 2018, at Regina Senior Living in Hastings.
Ebba JoAnn, the daughter of John and Edna (Erickson) Melby, was born on November 7,
1927, in Hastings, MN. Following her graduation from Hastings High School with the class
of 1945, JoAnn was united in marriage to Thomas “Tom” McNamara on January 7, 1956.
They were blessed with six children and forty-seven years of marriage prior to his passing
on August 17, 2003.
JoAnn was a dedicated homemaker, enjoyed china painting and worked tirelessly with the
Hastings High School Alumni Association. She was an active member at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church, and spent countless hours visiting the homebound, ill, or the lonely of
Hastings . JoAnn enjoyed baking, but was probably best known for her relish trays.
She was preceded in death by her parents; siblings, Lee, Russ, Janet, Beth, Lois, and
Linnea; husband, Tom; and by her son-in-law, Chad Greiner.
JoAnn is survived by her loving children, Daniel (Jodi) McNamara, Bruce (Sandra)
McNamara, Gary (JoAnn) McNamara, Jeff (Ann) McNamara, James (Denise) McNamara,
and Jane (Bill) Shomion; many grandchildren and great grandchildren; sister, Joyce
Hoffman; and by many nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be held 11:00 a.m. Monday, December 17, 2018, at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church in Hastings, with Reverend Doug Duin officiating. Private family
interment will be held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Cemetery at a later date.
Family and friends are cordially invited to a visitation from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday,
December 16th , and from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Monday morning, all at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Hastings Family Service or to the donor’s

choice in memory of JoAnn.
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Comments

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of E. JoAnn McNamara.

December 14, 2018 at 12:21 PM

“

From:The Specialty Development Team - Fairview purchased the Beautiful Dreams
for the family of E. JoAnn McNamara.

From:The Specialty Development Team - Fairview - December 14, 2018 at 09:52 AM

“

An external video has been added.

Wise Family Funeral Home - December 13, 2018 at 02:35 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of E. JoAnn McNamara.

December 12, 2018 at 10:29 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of E. JoAnn McNamara.

December 11, 2018 at 10:00 PM

“

McNamara's,
You had the best mom ever, she was a rare gem, the best of the best, I am blessed
to have known her all of these years, the best friend a person could have and an
extra special grandmother figure to my kids, in fact Tessa thinks we are actually
related to the McNamara's, but we aren't.
We loved hanging out with JoAnn & Tom and there family, sometimes Brent & I and
Dave & Barb would all sit outside on the picnic table with all of the neighborhood kids
running around, watching them try to climb up the birdhouse pole at there house, or
doing gymnastics in the yard, or a kickball game, or sometimes the kids would play
on the clothesline poles like they were monkey bars. JoAnn always had grapes for us
to snack on, or a cookie jar that was marked with homemade or store bought
goodies, I always went over to have some quiet time with her, without telling my kids,
but they always found me, they knew where I was, and JoAnn always offered them a
cookie, or some sort of treat. Those were the good old days when the McNamara
kids & grand kids would come over for all of the Holidays & the neighbors were
always welcome too, it was the best place to be, Tom & JoAnn welcomed everyone
to come & visit with them.
I always enjoyed visiting JoAnn at the nursing home, she ALWAYS made me laugh,
she could carry on a conversation with the best of them, she always asked me about
my family and the neighborhood & she ALWAYS thanked me & my family for visiting
her, each & EVERY time, she was so grateful for the visits. I don't know why, but
JoAnn never wanted me to push her in her wheelchair, she always wanted Tessa to
do it, apparently she didn't think I pushed her very well, so she requested Tessa to
get her around safely, she did let me give her shoulder massages, boy did she enjoy
them.
JoAnn always talked about each and every one of her kids and then of course we
would catch up on what the grandkids were doing, at all of our visits, she sure loved
her kids and grandkids & she treasured all of the time that she had with each of
them.
I will miss her like crazy, as she was one of my best friends, I could tell her anything,
I can't imagine life without her in it anymore, but I know that I will see her again some
day, and I also know that she is so much happier now with her beloved Tom by her
side. Thanks for the memories JoAnn, I love you!
Anne Lindberg & Family

Anne Lindberg - December 11, 2018 at 09:11 PM

“

The Shomion family purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of E.
JoAnn McNamara.

The Shomion family - December 11, 2018 at 08:35 PM

“

Susan Stanley lit a candle in memory of E. JoAnn McNamara

Susan Stanley - December 11, 2018 at 06:37 PM

“

I love this picture of your Mom. She always DID have a wicked sense of humor. This
pose shows it<< A bit on the sly sardonic side (I believe I share this with her!)
She also had a way of 'relishing things'~
Take care Cousins. I'm with you in Spirit
Cousin BethE

Beth Severson - December 11, 2018 at 04:45 PM

